
Curriculum Statement for Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

We want children to enjoy their first years at school and in our EYFS we provide a safe, caring 
environment where children can learn and grow in all areas of their development. 

The Nursery and Reception classes use the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) as the basis 
of their curriculum.  Our teachers plan for children to develop skills in the ‘prime areas’ of learning; 
Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Physical 
Development. They also plan for the specific areas of learning; Literacy, Maths, Understanding the 
World and Expressive Art and Design.  The skills and knowledge the children develop through 
following the curriculum help them to make progress towards achieving ‘The Early Learning Goals’ 
and gaining a ‘Good Level of Development’ at the end of Reception which will give them a good start 
as they enter into Key Stage 1. 

In EYFS we recognise the value of both the indoor and outdoor classroom and our curriculum and 
environment is designed to ensure that the arts and democracy take prominence.  For example in 
EYFS the children have free access to a wide range of resources in our continuous provision areas 
which are equipped to promote the children’s imaginative and creative skills. The children are also 
encouraged to work together to develop their own ideas and use their problem solving skills to 
respond to challenges.  These areas form the basis of our long term planning in both nursery and 
reception but with resources being enhanced or adapted according to the needs of individual 
cohorts. 

When planning the curriculum the children’s needs are paramount and practitioners in the EYFS plan 
the activities and lessons to ensure all children are able to make progress towards the Early Learning 
Goals.  In addition the Reception classes evaluate previous learning in order to identify weekly 
priorities.  Some recent topics we have covered are ‘Celebrations’, ‘Autumn’, Ourselves, ‘Mini 
beasts and The Very Hungry Caterpillar’, The Naughty Bus’ and ‘Superheroes’. 

We like to encourage our parents to become actively involved in their child’s learning journey.  
Each week in Reception the children take home our ‘Big Talk’ newsletter where challenges and 
activities are set to promote shared learning.  We also offer workshops throughout the year for 
parents to attend, these usually involve spending time in the classroom with your child. 

In the EYFS we have daily phonics and literacy sessions to ensure children’s early reading and 
writing development. We also have a maths book and number rhyme of the week as a teaching 
focus to help the children develop their counting skills and early mathematical concepts. 

In RE we aim to investigate and find out about the world around us. In Reception our topics have 
been ‘What Times are Special and Why?’, ‘Which People are Special and Why? , and ‘Which 
Places are Special and Why?’ 

We also use a range of fiction and non-fiction books to support work on our topics and have a list 
of ‘Our favourite Books’ which we use to promote the enjoyment of reading and story telling. 

Our aim is that our children leave the reception class with a love of learning, growing 
independence and prepared to start the National Curriculum in Year 1.  

 

Long Term Plan for Reception 

Autumn Spring Summer 
Ourselves & Harvest Cold Places Growth and Mini-Beasts 
Celebrations & Xmas Superheroes & Easter The Naughty Bus 


