
 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Equator  The equator divides the Earth in the 

norther and southern hemisphere 

Climate  Like the weather but over a long time  

Tectonic 

plate  

Earth’s outer layers is made up of large 

moving pieces called plates 

Hemisphere  Hemisphere means half (hemi) the earth 

(sphere) 

Environment  Everything in the world around us such 

as the air,  animals and plants  

Seismic 

plate  

An elastic wave in the earth produced 

by an earthquake 

Vortex  A mass of wind or water that spins 

around so fast that it pulls objects down 

Active  A volcano that has erupted in the last 

10,000 years  

Dormant  An active volcano that is not erupting 

but supposed to erupt again 

Tsunami  A large wave caused by an underwater 

earthquake  

Natural Disasters 

Natural disasters are violent events that are outside the control of humans. 
They are caused by the forces of nature and may result in loss of life, 

injury, and damage to property. 

Earthquakes 

 

Earthquakes are the shaking, rolling or 

sudden shock of the earth's surface. 

Volcanic 
Eruptions 

 

A volcano is a landform (usually a 

mountain) where molten rock erupts 
through the surface of the planet. 

Hurricanes / 
Tornadoes 

 

A tornado is a type of storm in which 

powerful rotating winds form a column. 
A hurricane is a large rotating storm 

with high speed winds that forms over 

warm waters in tropical area 

Drought / 
Flooding  

 

Drought is a continuous period of dry 
weather. A flood is an overflow of 

water on land which is usually dry. 

Extreme Earth Year 3 

Did you know?  

• Volcanic eruptions can send ash high into the air, over 30km (17 miles) 

above the Earth’s surface.  

• Scientists use the different speeds of seismic waves to locate the epicentre 

(the point on the surface directly above where the earthquake originated) of 

earthquakes.  

• The most powerful earthquake ever recorded on Earth was in Valdivia, 

Chile. Occurring in 1960, it had a magnitude of 9.5. 


